
Second Share
Offer Launched!

Rush Farm
Through the 
Seasons

Hedgehogs 
Rehomed

2015 Winter

Stockwood
Community Benefit Society



Rush Farm & Stockwood Business Park, Stockwood, Nr Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6SX  |  t: 01386 791 012  |  stockwoodcbs.org  |  @CoOwnRushFarm
Stockwood Community Benefit Society is a Charity at Law reference 0106492811

2

Dear Friends,
Life at Stockwood is busy and exciting!  We had a wonderful Christmas fayre with a record number of visitors and a lovely 

atmosphere all day.  Our share offer is going well – we are raising money much faster than the first time but we still have 

£200,000 to go so please spread the word and perhaps consider investing in our tax efficient SITR fund.  The latest share 

offer is enclosed with this newsletter.

Rush Farm is thriving too, 2015 was the year of the WWOOFers with a flow of interesting and interested people visiting and 

working on the farm all summer and autumn.  We have also introduced chickens into our lives and have started developing 

our vegetable production and distribution.  Do subscribe to Farmer Adrian’s regular updates: http://stockwoodcbs.org/news/ 

Events for next year are still in the planning, as well as a date and details of the 2016 AGM. We will be in touch with these 

in the New Year.

Finally, a little appeal for help… if you live near by and would be happy to help out for a few hours now and then, perhaps 

at an event, or maybe with a mailing, please do get in touch – we would love to hear from you!

I hope you enjoy the newsletter, and finally, thank you for your support in 2015, we are very grateful, and Happy Christmas!

With best wishes,

Sebastian

Sebastian Parsons

Founder of Stockwood Community Benefit Society, for and on behalf of the Board

Business Park Update
We are very pleased to report again that the business park is fully 
let with the positive problem of having a greater demand for 
units than it is possible to meet. 

One business park tenant has exciting plans for expansion on-site 
and although another business left, their unit was promptly taken 
over by a neighbouring tenant. 

On maintenance matters, the sewage system needs upgrading which 
will be a project for next year, the trees alongside Unit 1 will be cut 
down due to safety issues and the trees along the drive are diseased 
and may well also, very sadly, have to be cut down.

Finally, we were very grateful to LSD Accountants for providing 
space for the Santa's grotto at the Christmas fayre.
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An article in The Bromsgrove Rousler by Gill Povey says "Godfrey 

Baseley was a good friend of the Hillman family [who owned 

Rush Farm] and used some of the story lines based on their 

farm." The sitting room featured in the November 1951 issue of 

the Radio Times to advertise 'At Home with the Archers'. Dan, 

Christine and Doris were sat around the fire. Included in the 

article was another photograph courtesy of the BBC, of the cast 

sat around the dining room table at Rush Farm.

If you are an early riser, you may have heard Rush Farm feature 

on BBC Radio 4 On Your Farm and there have also been features 

in BBC News Online, The Guardian, the Daily Express and the 

Daily Mail. Perhaps most exciting 

of all was to receive a tweet 

about the chance to buy shares 

in the farm on the Archers twitter 

feed.

It is not just about the power of 

PR, it is also about getting out 

and about and meeting people. 

This summer we attended the 

local Hanbury Countryside Show and in 2016 we will also have a 

stand and attend the Morton in the Marsh show too.

We are always aware of our aims and are starting the process of 

developing our education programme. This November a school 

class made a return visit to the farm to learn about and see a 

demonstration of how to lay a hedge. They also met Tim our 

stockman, to learn about the cows.

There have been more detailed discussions about how to 

bring renewables to the business park and this will be possible 

with the success of this share offer. The proposal includes 

installing a solar photovoltaic system and a ground source 

heat pump. Further details can be found in the second share 

offer document.  With the global climate talks highlighting the 

effects of a warming climate, it seems more important than 

ever that we try to do what we can to help reduce our reliance 

on fossil fuels.

Stockwood
CBS Update
As you will know Stockwood Community Benefit Society has 
links to the popular radio show the Archers. This has helped 
catch the imagination of the press and the second share offer 
launch has received some very positive PR as a result.

WWOOF UK is a membership charity, teaching people about 

organic growing and low-impact lifestyles through hands-on 

experience in the UK. WWOOF UK was founded in 1971 and 

today it has spread with travellers across the globe. There are 

now an estimated 100,000 WWOOFers and 15,000 hosts in 105 

countries. There are around 650 hosts in the UK and membership 

is rising every year. In exchange for the help the volunteers give 

their host, they are provided with accommodation and food 

as well as learning opportunities and hands-on experience of 

organic agriculture and ecologically sound lifestyles. The length 

of stay of the WWOOFers varies widely depending the volunteers 

circumstances.

We were slightly overwhelmed with the numbers, receiving 

enquiries from Italy, Germany, China, Spain, Canada, France as 

well as the UK, and many more than we were able to take on. 

The process of who to accept was quite tricky, but in the end we 

were extremely fortunate to have volunteers with us from late 

March (helping with lambing) through to the end of September. 

Depending on their personal interests 

they either helped out in the gardens or 

on the wider farm with people staying for 

a couple of weeks up to several months.

We feel honoured that many continue 

to stay in contact and see themselves as 

part of our extended Rush Farm family.

People are already contacting us with 

their applications for 2016 and it may be that some who came 

last year will join us again next year.

It is great to have the opportunity to share what we are trying 

to achieve and why, but one of the nicest aspects of having 

young people from around the world stay with us is learning 

ourselves about their lives and cultures in other parts of the 

world.

We were delighted that one of our WWOOFers who stayed with 

us for a month and is now studying at Warwick University, came 

to help out at the Christmas fayre.

Rush Farm
WWOOFers
This year we joined the World Wide Opportunities on Organic 
Farms (WWOOF) scheme which led to a large number of 
enquiries from people all over the world, looking to help us 
on Rush Farm. 
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2015 has been a mixed year but overall 

a positive one at the farm. One of the 

major decisions taken was to buy in some 

more heifers. TB has prevented us from 

achieving our initial aim of building the 

herd from the seven original cows. In 

the end we bought six pedigree English 

Traditional Herefords from a farm not 

too far away in Hereford. This brings 

the breeding herd up to 26 animals. The 

aim is to grow the herd to around 90 

animals over the next two years. This 

will mean we are producing 30 animals 

each year for beef, which is a much 

more sustainable number in terms of 

the revenue stream. We had 13 healthy 

calves born this year and Jupiter has 

continued to settle in well and seems 

to be both comfortable and active! The 

animals are in the barn now, because the 

farm is so wet and their hooves do so 

much damage to soggy grass, turning it 

quickly into a mud bath. The very good 

news is that our cows passed their TB 

test for another year, an enormous relief. 

As well as growing our herd, the decision 

was made to grow the flock and to this 

end 54 ewes were added to our breeding 

flock. Again they were pedigree animals, 

bringing the total number of breeding 

ewes to 242. This is the maximum 

number, together with their lambs, that 

we believe the farm can sustain. The 

ewes are currently split between our five 

rams, with lambing taking place between 

the end of March and the beginning 

of May next year. Fortunately, the 

lameness we struggled with last year has 

significantly improved and has required 

minimal treatment this year.

The fields are still green and there is 

plenty of grass as the weather has been 

so mild and wet. However, at this time 

of year its nutritional value is fairly poor 

and so both the cattle and the sheep in 

the fields are being fed haylage.

Sampling of our haylage this year has 

shown it to be nutritionally significantly 

better than the sample anaylsed when 

we started 9 years ago. Despite this, for 

the first time our lambs have shown a 

cobalt deficiency. Following successful 

treatment the lambs have now recovered 

their energy levels and started regaining 

weight. The soil in this area is low in 

certain minerals which are important 

for the animals, including copper, zinc, 

selenium and cobalt. Fortunately it is 

only occasionally that this causes us a 

problem.

The biggest disappointment of the year 

was the complete failure of our spring 

oats crop. This further failure of a spring 

sowing was due to the poor weather 

and the large number of weeds. The 

farm is going to take a rest from cereal 

production and the cereal field will be 

put down to a grass mix. This decision 

was discussed at length with our Natural 

England adviser and will help provide 

sufficient grazing for the increased 

number of animals the farm now has.

In relation to our pasture fields, we 

have had a positive meeting with the 

agronomist at the Worcestershire Wildlife 

Trust. We hope to work with her on a 

project she is developing in support of 

solitary bees. Anything we can do to help 

bees is worth our attention.

The continued lack of additional barn 

space seems an almost intractable 

problem. Not simply because of the 

expense, but because of our inability to 

find someone to sell us one! We need the 

extra barn for storage of the haylage and 

to house the 90 cows we will have in a 

couple of years time, during the winter. 

A bigger barn is also needed to provide 

sufficient cover at lambing time. We are 

expecting around 350 lambs this coming 

lambing and we have found lambing in 

the barn the most successful solution for 

us. So the search continues!

December saw our annual Demeter 

inspection which went well. Spraying of 

the biodynamic 500 and 501 sprays was 

successfully completed and the compost 

heaps were also treated and turned. 

We are very happy to share the news 

that our ancient apple tree once again 

produced a magnificent crop which 

has given us 232 bottles of juice and a 

hundred litres of juice to make into cider 

vinegar! The vinegar will be given to 

all the animals. We have read of many 

reports of farmers who swear by cider 

apple vinegar and use it for a variety of 

reasons, including as a food supplement, 

water purifier and natural antibiotic. It is 

rich in minerals and trace elements.

Finally, we were really excited to get very 

close to a large barn owl recently whilst 

walking down the drive here. We often 

hear them here but rarely actually see 

them - a real treat.

Rush Farm through the Seasons
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Pasture for Life
Rush Farm has joined the Pasture-fed Livestock Association. Their  
Pasture for Life scheme certifies 100% grass-fed beef and lamb. 
Pasture is the natural diet of cattle and sheep. Yet today, very few 
animals are fed on pasture alone. Many farmers now try to produce 
their meat as quickly as possible, by feeding things like cereals and 
imported soya, and by keeping their animals indoors. Animals are 
vanishing from our fields and the tasty, healthy, grass-fed food they 
produce is hard to find. The Pasture-fed Livestock Association brings 
together British farmers committed to producing high quality food 
in a more natural way. The pasture-fed forum is also an excellent 
source of interesting and helpful information for farmers.



Rush Farm & Stockwood Business Park, Stockwood, Nr Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6SX  |  t: 01386 791 012  |  stockwoodcbs.org  |  @CoOwnRushFarm
Stockwood Community Benefit Society is a Charity at Law reference 0106492811

6

Fowl Friends
This year we bought eight Lohmann Brown chickens and nine guinea fowl. Chickens 
can play an integral part in the rotational cycle of an organic farm, helping to 
clean the grass and soil of bugs and parasites after the land has been grazed by the 
cows and sheep. Guinea fowl have beautiful feathers, make a very loud noise and 
remind Chris, Farm Manager, of his home in Zimbabwe. The Lohmann Brown is a 
very popular and friendly chicken, great with children, very placid and a good layer. 
So far, all has been good. The chickens are providing many delicious eggs, some are 
sold to our customers but most are used in the newly opened Little Café. The guinea 
fowl prowl around the business park cackling away as they go. We enjoy them all!

Back in May we were very excited to be asked by Willow Hedgehog Rescue in Bromsgrove if they 
could release some of their rescue hedgehogs at Rush Farm.

4 Hedgehogs Rehomed

Hedgehogs are in decline in the UK as a result of many 

changes: land management, urban encroachment on the 

countryside, increased road traffic, ignorance, very tidy 

gardening and from the use of pesticides and netting to 

name only a few. 

Willows Hedgehog Rescue are far more than simply concerned 

about the rescue, rehabilitation and release of our native 

European Hedgehog. Their aim is also to bring awareness 

about the decline of wildlife including the hedgehog, to 

the public attention and encourage action that can make a 

positive difference for the future. This takes many forms from 

recognising when a hedgehog needs help, to making changes 

in the garden to increase their fortunes. Where possible the 

hedgehogs once treated and rehabilitated will go back to the area 

admitted from, however on occasion a new release site is needed.

Rush Farm was selected because 

we already have a population of 

hedgehogs, which is important 

because it shows the habitat 

successfully supports hedgehogs, 

but also because we farm in a 

way that supports wildlife.

The four hedgehogs released 

here had been hand raised 

from hoglets. They were 

released into two parts of 

the farm with hedgehog homes provided if they wished to 

use them. They have been tagged for future identification so 

hopefully we will be able to track the fortunes of these four 

hedgehog orphans. We wish our prickly friends good luck!

Meet Millie
Flash our wonderful sheep dog is already 8 years old - time really does fly - and so 
this spring we felt that it was the right time to find an additional sheep dog. Unlike 
Flash who came from a Welsh farm, Millie is a Co Durham lass, from a long line of 
working and agility dogs. As expected, Flash didn't take to Millie quite as quickly as 
we did. While not firm friends yet, Flash has at least accepted this bouncy stranger 
who is constantly trying to round her up. A cute bundle of fluff when she arrived, 
Millie is now 9 months old, has a lovely temperament and has already discovered 
friends on the business park who will happily give her a tickle. Formal sheep dog 
training will start when she is around one.
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In the New Year we will have both fresh 
lamb and beef available so please do 
drop us an email, letter or phone call if 
you are interested in purchasing some 
of our delicious meat, raised on your 
organic pastures. 

Delicious 
Rush Farm 
Beef & Lamb

Keep up to date with 
us on Facebook & 
Twitter
Would you like to keep an eye on what 
we are up to on the farm?
As well as updates about the farm there 

will be information about events or 

courses. Find and ‘like us’ at:

@CoOwnRushFarm and

www.facebook.com/CoOwnRushFarm

In helping to establish Stockwood 

CBS we went to visit Fordhall Farm for 

inspiration and guidance. Fordhall is a 

fantastic pioneering community owned 

organic farm in Shropshire. We were very 

pleased when we were asked recently if 

we had any animals to supply their farm 

shop. It is very nice to know our animals 

are going to somewhere with a similar 

ethos and high standards of care. We 

hope this is a relationship that continues 

to grow in the future.

To order your own Rush Farm beef or 

lamb, call us on: 01386 791 047
or email us on:

rushfarm@elysia.uk.com.

At the beginning of 2015 there was concern that we would have to cut back 
the amount of garden we could cultivate due to a lack of resources. A few of 
the vegetables beds were sown with a green manure crop so that efforts could 
be concentrated on a smaller area.

Kitchen Garden

Becky, who you may have met at our 

fayres, has kept things going and 

worked very hard, with the help of the 

WWOOFers, maintaining the garden. This 

summer saw good crops of delicious 

vegetables including chard, onions, 

tomatoes, beetroot, courgettes, sprouts, 

kale and squashes and a bumper crop of 

soft fruit. The peppers and celariac have 

been particularly impressive.

This winter we are very fortunate to have 

a new and enthusiastic volunteer to help 

Becky and together they have ambitious 

and exciting ideas for 2016 which include 

supporting a vegetable box scheme in 

the south Birmingham area, attending 

street markets and of course continuing 

to supply our regular customers. With 

this extra support the future is looking 

much brighter for the kitchen garden.

As well as the Little Café, which we hope 

will generate a strong demand for the 

fruit and vegetables, there is further 

interest from another vegetable box 

scheme in Worcester who are looking for 

growers. Exciting possibilities which we 

hope will blossom in the spring!

The Little Café
As is the case with many small farms, diversification is a necessary part of 
modern farming. At Rush Farm we have been exploring ways that can help us to 
increase our revenue stream.

Last year Chris, Rush Farm's manager, sold homemade Rush Farm beef stews to 

some of the business park tenants and they proved very popular. This year taking 

things a step forward, Chris took over the professionally equipped kitchen on the 

business park and turned it in to a tiny cafe. It has proved popular with the tenants 

since it opened in September with much praise for the bacon butties in particular, 

which have on numerous occasions been described as "the best I've tasted in a very, 

very long time!". Working in collaboration with Mark from the Black Pig Company 

means the cafe is using bacon from a local producer, as well as vegetables from the 

garden or from our local organic wholesaler whenever possible.

The hope is that the Little Café will expand in 2016 to a larger site which will have a 

proper seating area and lovely views over the farm.  
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Lively Lambs, Summer Sunshine & Christmas Joy
Here is a small selection of photographs taken at our community events this year. 


